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PATHWAY LENDING SELECTED BY GOLDMAN SACHS FOR 

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESSES LENDING INITIATIVE 

 

PATHWAY LENDING AMONG SELECT GROUP OF PARTICIPANTS IN INNOVATIVE PROGRAM 

DESIGNED TO EXPAND SMALL BUSINESS LENDING CAPACITY NATIONWIDE 

 

Nashville, TN, May 18, 2011 – Pathway Lending has been chosen by Goldman Sachs to be 

one of 21 participating organizations in its 10,000 Small Businesses Growth Collaborative. This 

distinguished group is comprised of Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) that 

provide access to capital to small businesses in diverse geographic markets in urban, rural, and 

Native communities across the United States. 

“CDFIs are an important vehicle through which the Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses 

Initiative continues to spur and support lending to small businesses in underserved communities 

across the U.S.,” said Alicia Glen, Managing Director and head of the Urban Investment Group 

at Goldman Sachs. “Through a learning network of in-person peer exchanges and online 

education workshops, the CDFI Growth Collaborative will help CDFIs develop both the capacity 

and knowledge to grow their small business lending portfolio and stimulate the growth of more 

small businesses in their communities.” 

The CDFI Growth Collaborative is a three-year program in partnership with the Opportunity 

Finance Network (OFN) that will help CDFIs learn to better understand and address the needs 

of small businesses in underserved communities across the country. Participants will strengthen 

their capacity to lend to small businesses through practical peer learning opportunities.  The 

CDFI industry will benefit from new technical assistance and resources published as a result of 

the program. 

“Now more than ever, small businesses need access to capital that meets their diverse needs,” 

said Clint Gwin, President of Pathway Lending. “We have grown our portfolio by being 

innovative with our loan products and establishing strong partnerships across industry lines. 

Given our growth, we welcome the opportunity to access best-practice tools, policies and 

procedures that will improve our delivery systems and business operations.  Participating in the 

Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses CDFI Growth Collaborative is a tremendous 

opportunity for Pathway Lending to collaborate with our national peers, to provide Tennessee 

businesses with better products and services, and to achieve greater community impacts.”  



10,000 Small Businesses is a $500 million initiative that will unlock the growth and job-creation 

potential of 10,000 small businesses across the United States. The program will use a 

combination of greater access to business education, financial capital and business support 

services to help small businesses overcome barriers to growth. Supporting CDFIs and helping 

them expand their lending capabilities is central to this mission. 

“While the current outlook for business financing remains challenging, we know that CDFI small 

business lending is vital to economic growth…This innovative, new program will certainly 

contribute to the body of small business financing knowledge for the industry,” said Mark Pinsky, 

President and CEO of Opportunity Finance Network. 

 

About Pathway Lending:  

 

Based in Nashville, Pathway Lending is a Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) 

as certified by the U.S. Department of the Treasury. Founded in 1999, Pathway Lending 

provides loans to businesses lacking access to traditional financing options throughout 

Tennessee. In the ten years since its inception, Pathway Lending has made more than 540 

loans to 350 plus companies totaling more than $47 million. Pathway Lending loans have 

facilitated the creation of more than 1,500 new full-time jobs with average wages of $15.48 per 

hour while maintaining or retaining more than 3,200 jobs. Pathway Lending is headquartered in 

Nashville and currently has offices in Knoxville, Tri-Cities, and Jackson. For more information, 

visit www.pathwaylending.org.  
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