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Pathway Lending Announces New Board Members 
 
Nashville, Tenn. – Pathway Lending, a not-for-profit Community Development Financial 
Institution that provides loans to Tennessee businesses lacking access to traditional financing 
options, today announced three new members have been elected to its board of directors:  
David Berezov, Joy Fisher and Kenneth Breeden.   According to Clint Gwin, president of 
Pathway Lending, the new board members add diverse knowledge and significant leadership 
experience that will help the organization broaden its business and meet its long-term goals.  
 
David Berezov brings extensive experience in the areas of finance, management, engineering 
and entrepreneurship. He is currently passing on his knowledge as associate professor of the 
practice of engineering management at Vanderbilt University’s School of Engineering. He also 
taught as adjunct professor of management at Vanderbilt’s Owen Graduate School of 
Management in 1983 and 2000. 
 
Berezov was president and owner of Saber Industries, an industrial equipment design, 
manufacturing and international distribution firm. Under his leadership, Saber Industries won 
the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce’s Manufacturer of the Year award in 2007 for 
exports. That same year, Berezov received a federal appointment to the U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s Tennessee Export Council. 
 
He previously served as vice president of finance at Singer Industrial Products, vice president of 
finance and operations at Cutters Exchange, Inc. and senior vice president of finance for 
American Retirement Corporation. 
 
Berezov commented on his appointment to the board saying, “I am pleased to have been 
selected to join the Pathway Lending board of directors. I have long been committed to 
entrepreneurship as a business owner along with a commitment to help other entrepreneurs 
and joining the board is a great way to continue working on what I am passionate about.” 
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He holds a Bachelor of Science from Syracuse University, an MBA from Vanderbilt University 
and is a Nashville resident. 
 
Joy Fisher is currently the director of marketing and business development for the University of 
Tennessee Research Foundation; its mission is to commercialize the inventions made at the 
University. She also oversees the business incubator on the Knoxville campus. 
 
Fisher created Enterprisors LLC, a business consulting company that specialized in business 
start-ups and economic development. She also served as director of marketing at Accenture, a 
$14 billion, global business consulting company, where she was involved with several start-up 
businesses and alliances, including Accenture’s alliance with Microsoft. Fisher also held several 
product planning, business planning and strategy roles while working in the New Ventures 
group at Motorola.  
 
“Most of my career I’ve been focused on creating businesses and jobs,” said Fisher. “I’m looking 
forward to continuing this work in Tennessee with Pathway Lending, which has the well-
deserved reputation for spurring business growth across the state. I believe it has the potential 
to accomplish even more in the years to come.” 
 
Fisher holds an MBA in marketing from Northern Illinois University and a Bachelor of Science in 
finance and marketing form Florida State University. Fisher is a Knoxville resident. 
 
Kenneth Breeden brings more than 35 years of leadership experience with Fortune Global 500 
electric power and telecommunications companies. He is currently executive vice president of 
customer relations for Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) and is responsible for maintaining and 
enhancing customer relationships with its 155 local power distributors and 59 directly served 
customers. Breeden directs a staff that manages customer accounts totaling more than $10 
billion in annual revenue. His division is also responsible for TVA’s economic development 
efforts and the delivery of TVA’s energy efficiency programs and products. 
 
Breeden’s long history of directing major electric utility distribution operations includes serving 
as the chief marketing officer for two of the top ten electric utilities in the United States. 
 
Throughout the opening of competitive retail power markets in Texas, Breeden served as 
president of TXU Energy Services, Enterprise Division, one of the largest purchasers of 
wholesale electricity in the state.  He joined the company in 1995 as senior vice president of 
TXU Electric & Gas, where he was responsible for establishing the marketing and sales presence 
of the company.  Prior to his tenure with TXU, Breeden held executive positions with Entergy 
Corporation, a top-ten integrated energy company serving the electricity needs of 2.6 million 
customers in the Mid-South. He previously served as senior vice president of customer service 
and marketing for Entergy Arkansas.  Breeden began his career in the telecommunications 
industry in Nashville with positions at South Central Bell and AT&T. 
 



“I’m looking forward to working with Pathway Lending, particularly in assuring the continued 
success of its Energy Efficiency Loan Program,” said Breeden. “With this first-of-its-kind model, 
Pathway created an avenue to competitiveness for Tennessee businesses that every business in 
the U.S. could one day use.” 
 
Breeden holds an MBA and a Bachelor of Science in business administration from Wichita State 
University. He is a resident of Nashville. 
 
About Pathway Lending 
Based in Nashville, Pathway Lending is a Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) as 
certified by the U.S. Department of the Treasury. Founded in 1999, Pathway Lending provides 
loans to businesses lacking access to traditional financing options throughout Tennessee. In 
the ten years since its inception, Pathway Lending has made more than 400 loans to 300 
plus companies totaling more than $40 million. Pathway Lending loans have facilitated the 
creation of more than 1,500 new full-time jobs with average wages of $15.48 per hour while 
maintaining or retaining more than 3,200 jobs. Pathway Lending is headquartered in Nashville 
and currently has offices in Knoxville, Tri-Cities, and Jackson. For more information, visit 
www.pathwaylending.org. 
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