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Memphis and Shelby County Mayors Announce Energy Challenge 
 
On Friday, November 16, 2012, City of Memphis Mayor AC Wharton, Jr. and Shelby County Mayor Mark 
H. Luttrell issued the Mayors’ Energy Challenge to residents and business owners in Memphis and 
Shelby County.  Through the joint City-County Office of Sustainability, the Mayors are working with 
partners, Pathway Lending, TVA, the State of Tennessee, and MLGW, to simplify the process of accessing 
the tools and resources needed for individuals to identify, finance and implement energy efficiency and 
renewable energy projects.   
 
Pathway Lending, a nonprofit financial institution, has committed $10 million for low-interest loans from 
the Tennessee Energy Efficiency Loan Program for commercial energy efficiency and renewable energy 
projects in Memphis and Shelby County.  These financial resources, combined with other tools and 
assistance provided through MLGW and TVA for businesses and residents, present a great opportunity 
for our region. 
 
“As cities and counties across the nation look for solutions to minimize impact on the environment, 
energy efficiency and renewable energy are integral components towards a successful strategy.   
These projects reduce the demand on our utility system and ultimately reduce carbon emissions that 
are released into the environment, which has tremendous health benefits,” said Mayor Wharton. 
 
The Mayors’ Energy Challenge is expected to last for one year and the progress and participation of 
residents and businesses will be tracked by the Office of Sustainability in an effort to shape future 
strategies for long-term engagement around this issue. 
 
“In tight economic times, we often overlook energy when it comes to figuring out how to reduce 
overall expenses,” said Mayor Luttrell.  “These energy improvements can provide relief to businesses 
and families that are looking for ways to increase monthly cash flow.  It also helps our local economy 
by adding construction job opportunities as more residents and businesses take on energy upgrade 
projects.” 
 
Announcing similar initiatives today are Mayor Karl Dean of Nashville, Mayor Madeline Rogero of 
Knoxville and Mayor Tim Burchett of Knox County. Like Mayors Luttrell and Wharton, each is committing 
to improve energy efficiency, sustainability and competitiveness in their respective business 
communities.  
 
For more information about the Mayors’ Energy Challenge, please visit the website at 
http://www.sustainableshelby.com/energy or contact the Office of Sustainability at 901-576-6601.  
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