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Mayor Dean Announces “Sustainable Communities Initiative” to Help Davidson 
County Businesses Become More Competitive Through Energy Efficiency 

Pathway Lending provides $10 million in loans to help businesses become more energy efficient, 
competitive and worker-friendly 

 

Nashville, Tenn. – Today, Mayor Karl Dean announced the Sustainable Communities Initiative to 
make businesses across Davidson County more energy efficient and build a more vibrant city. The 
initiative connects businesses owners with the tools and financial resources they need to meet the 
challenges of identifying and implementing energy efficiency projects at 
http://www.PathwayLending.org. 

 

“The time is right. We have local and federal initiatives in place that can improve returns on 
energy efficiency investments and make these projects a reality for Davidson County and its businesses,” 
said Dean, mayor of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County. “More 
importantly, as energy costs continue to rise and budgets remain constrained, there is no better time to 
begin realizing the long-term financial benefits offered by energy efficiency.” 

 

The mayor’s office is supportive of the Pathway Lending initiative, which provides low-cost 
financing and resources on undertaking energy efficiency projects to Davidson County businesses so 
each can take full advantage of other programs in place and realize the long-term benefits of energy 
efficiency improvements.  

 

 On average, every dollar invested in an energy efficiency project returns $2.84 to the business. 
When that is combined with the positive impact on the local environment and the improvement in 
employee productivity and health, the Sustainable Communities Initiative will make a substantial 
impact. 

 

Pathway Lending, a nonprofit commercial lender based in Nashville, will make the funds 
available through its Tennessee Energy Efficiency Loan Program, a public-private partnership between 
the State of Tennessee, the Tennessee Valley Authority, Pinnacle Financial Partners and Pathway 
Lending.  The terms of the low-interest loans — with amounts available from $25,000 to $2.5 million — 
are designed to maximize the savings created by energy efficiency projects. The application and 
approval process has been streamlined for area applicants. Projects can range from commercial lighting 
and HVAC replacements, industrial systems upgrades, building retro-fits in existing facilities, projects 
that include renewable energy components, or a combination of any of the above.    

  

Pathway Lending will also provide information and counseling on additional programs and 
available partners, such as TVA and NES incentives, ENERGYSTAR, the U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Better Buildings Challenge, and local vendors. 
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